adolescent bariatric surgery, a very clear explanation of airway reconstruction and the almost mandatory "update on paediatric cardiac anaesthesia". There are two excellent chapters on palliative care and quality care, the latter having many important principles which could be applied to adult anaesthesia.
A chapter on sedation and anaesthesia for paediatric radiology is disappointing in that it is largely a description of "what we do" with little critical analysis.
A chapter on anaesthesia for paediatric endoscopy provides little helpful information for the anaesthetist requiring a critical appraisal of alternative techniques. Some technical information on fibreoptics and video endoscopy is factually incorrect, and an illustration of the local flavour of the chapter content is the virtual dismissal of intravenous induction as a legitimate approach to paediatric anaesthesia.
A chapter on preoperative evaluation of children is a comprehensive description of the clinic at the Cincinnati Children's Hospital and describes the integration of nurse practitioners and other paramedical personnel in triage and preoperative assessment.
The use of local terminology sometimes detracts from otherwise useful information. For example, in the very good chapter on the integration of pain services into paediatric oncology, "clears" is used to describe clear fluids.
The journal ends with two interesting chapters, one on the supply chain for anaesthesia equipment and one on the implementation of IT systems in anaesthesia and perioperative management. Although orientated towards paediatric practice, both provide some valuable guidance relevant to all anaesthetists.
This edition of a very popular journal contains a large amount of very useful information, but has to be read in the knowledge that much of it refers to local practice. The book is primarily of interest to anaesthetists in tertiary paediatric practice.
R This book is the fourth edition from this internationally known obstetric anaesthetist and author -the last was published in 2000.
The text is a basic manual aimed at the anaesthetistintraining and its size and presentation reflect that intention. It remains an introductory text rather than a source of reference. Whilst the publisher has changed, there is little of major difference within the text since the last edition. The chapter headings, layout and page numbers are almost identical.
The ASA Practice Guidelines have been updated, but there is little new in the text to reflect many of the changes in practice that have occurred and some sections are now outdated. The role of spinal anaesthesia in pre-eclampsia has been updated, but combined spinal and epidural anaesthesia receives little more attention than the previous edition, and could be further expanded. The issues of anticoagulation and regional anaesthesia appear in the briefest of form in the section on maternal mortality. PCEA in labour receives the briefest of discussion. Many of the stated "recent references" are now 20 years old or more, and the illustrations often dated.
The section on general anaesthesia does not reflect current practice. The topic of failed intubation is scant and contains no current algorithm. The topic is not even indexed. The section on awareness does not include neurological EEG monitoring.
Trimethaphan is still recommended as an antihypertensive though it is no longer available. Nifedipine has been overlooked as a current tocolytic and antihypertensive. Doses of recommended drugs are often omitted.
The index of 29 pages has been expanded but is still incomplete in detail.
With these caveats, for the price the book represents a lot of information for the money-it is a pity that it is no longer all current information.
A Pediatric Critical Care Review is a compilation of multiple choice questions and answers, aimed at candidates for the American Board Examinations in Pediatric Critical Care Medicine. The format and degree of difficulty are consistent with Board Examination standards and as such, this book and CD will be most useful to candidates.
The answer section has quite detailed explanations and references, although it must be said that referencing is quite limited in scope (textbooks only). This detailed approach to the answers is the major strength of the book, with over a third of the book dedicated to the answers section. A companion CD contains the entire text and is probably more user-friendly than the book itself.
The book is well set out with chapters covering a wide range of critical care topics, in particular subjects such as ethics, pain, statistics and pharmacology/ toxicology. In general, questions are at a difficulty level which would be expected of advanced critical care trainees.
Sections covered well in the book include the respiratory section, which is extensive and tests knowledge of ventilator management in great detail. The traumatology section is also good, with broad approach to trauma management topics.
There are a number of typographical errors and incorrect answers in the book, but due to the detailed explanations of most answers, these are easily picked up.
While the book is directed at American Board Examination candidates, it would also be useful for candidates for the FJFICM exams (although the format is quite different). As well as a test of knowledge, the questions also serve as a good guide to exam preparation reading for the advanced trainee.
For Australian and New Zealand intensivists and trainees, some of the answers and explanations may not always reflect current practice, the most recent paediatric critical care reference used is 1998 and there are no peer-reviewed papers referenced.
At US$89.50 the book is relatively expensive (163 pages) but would be valuable for the paediatric intensive care trainee.
S. erickSon Each of the editors, all recognised internationally for leadership in pain medicine, contributes to a volume which reflects the topics discussed at a multi disciplinary international symposium held over three days in October 2003 at Bellargio Study Centre, Northern Italy.
The term 'narrative medicine' dates from Rita Charon's paper in Annals of Internal Medicine in January 2001 where she defined narrative as "medicine practised to recognise, absorb, interpret and be moved by the stories of illness"-that is, patients experience and report pain and others interpret and respond to the information provided. Of particular interest was her change in the format for taking a pain history. Furthermore, at the end of the consultation she gives the patient a copy of this narrative with a request that he or she add any comments so they can be discussed at the next consultation.
Appropriately the responsibility for accurate diagnosis and effective treatment for biological illness is emphasised. In parallel, the importance of the advances in brain imaging (particularly functional magnetic resonance imaging and positron emission tomography) for diagnosis, treatment and research is presented clearly and concisely by Irene Tracey. Her balanced contribution, "Taking the Narrative out of Pain: Objectifying Pain Through Brain Imaging" reflects what she described as her optimistic approach to the increasing relevance of using brain imaging as an objective correlate of the subjective experience of pain.
John Loeser expands on the four components necessary and sufficient to describe the phenomenon of pain-nociception, pain suffering, pain behaviour and the wellknown onion skin pattern. He confirms that all except pain behaviour are personal, private and internal and cannot be measured by an observer. He adds that only pain behaviours can be measured because they are truly objective, but they do not quantify events within the patient.
It was rewarding to see that the Loeser "onion skin" has been adapted by Harald Gundel and Thomas Tolle in their chapter on "Evidence Base for a Mutual Neurological Basis of Emotions and Pain", with two "onion skins", one of which shows five different levels of emotional awareness and the corresponding levels of emotional processing in the brain.
For those who have grappled with efforts to develop outcome measures for the different treatment modalities for patients with persistent pain, Dan Carr's masterful concluding chapter "Memoir of a Meta-Analysis" emphasises the dilemma faced by pain medicine clinicians in obtaining the objective
